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THE Author, having been Solicited to frublich the 
| following Sermon, has, in complying with the request, 
taken the liberty to fill uf: come chasms, and add a little 
more light and chade, where he thought necesrary. He 
has alio intersfiersed a few Notes at the foot of tome of the 
pages, illustrative of imfrortant froints in Christian theology. 
The Elogy he hroclaims over the deceased is, that he is num- 
bered among those, who Shall be had in everlasting 
remembrance. As to the Sermon, he has only to gay, 
that he has endeavoured to sfeak and write, with soberness 
and truth, aud hojfies it vill be read with attention and 


candour. And he feels himself gratified, that the several 
hundreds of feofile, who, ttimulated by Sincere reſſiect to the 


deceased, came to hear the Sermon, but could not get within 


the walls of the Cliahel, will now have the offrortunity of 


reading it at their own habitations. 
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A SERMON, &e. 


| 
1 Theſſalonians, iv. 13. 


„ 3 woULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE IGNORANT, BRETHREN, 
© CONCERNING THEM THAT ARE ASLEEP, THAT YE. 
© SORROW NOT, EVEN AS OTHERS, WHICH HAVE NO 
© ROPE.” 


Man is formed, by the great Author of nature, pro- 
pitious to the ſocial life: he gives ample proof of this, 
in his domeſtic, civil, commercial, and religious in- 
tercourſe. Yet, the Chriſtian religion, is wiſely de- 
figned, and commodiouſly adapted, to improve his 
ſocial powers, by impregnating them with principles 
of more catholic, more permanent, and more exalted 
benevolence. 

The apoſtle Paul having heard, that ſome of the 
members of the Chriſtian church, at Theſſalonica, had 
departed this life ; and that ſurviving friends and re- 
latives were much affected thereby---having loſt their 
ſociety, their counſel, and friendſhip ; he, wiſhing to 
leſſen their immoderate grief, and adminiſter conſola- 
tion to their ſorrow ful hearts, aſſures them, upon the 
foundation of revealed religion, that they ſhould meet 
them again, in a better world, embrace each other, 
and part no-more. In our text he ſays, 1 would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are ꝗſlech, that ye ſorrow not, even as others which have 
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no lie: And in verle 14, we learn what he means by 


the term aſlech, namely, Acehing, or dying, in Jeſus. 


Our deceaſed, and much valued friend, being 
fully perſuaded in himſelf, that his affliction would 
baffle the kill of the ableſt phyficians, and ſoon ter- 
minate ir ghaſtly death, frequently made uſe of theſe 
words, to conſole his relatives on the expected event: 
and, looking forward, he realized death with pleaſure, 
felt unſhaken at its approach, and rejoiced in certain 
hope of felicitating joys beyond the grave. 

That the text may be rendered uſeful to us, who 
are aſſembled together on the preſent mournful occa- 
ſion, I ſhall endeavour to conſider, 

FirsT, what /leefing in Feſus ſuppoſes ; 
SECONDLY, what it implies; and 
Tuixplx, view the words, as deſigned to com- 
fort ſurviving relatives on the death of their friends, 
that they ſorrow not, even as others which have no hofie . 
And Fixs r, this /cefing in Jeſus, ſuppoſes the 
ſpeculative knowledge of the doctrines of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, when alive in the body. The ferip- 
tures ſuppoſe man to be a fallen, guilty, miſerable, 
helpleſs, and loſt creature, under the curſe of the law 
of God, and liable to everlaſting puniſhment : They 
affirmatively declare this to be our caſe. | By one man, 
(viz. Adam, ſays St. Paul) fn entered into the world, and 
death by fin; and fo death fagſed uon all men, for that (or 
rather, in whom, i. e. in Adam) all have finned; fined, 
and come fhort of obtaining the glory of God, or eternal 
life, by the firſt covenant of God with man (a). 
IO Adam, 


ſa Rom. v. 12. Rom, iii. 23, 
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7 
Adam, the federal head of mankind, having ſin- 
ned himfelf, and introduced fin into the world, all 
his poſterity, are conceived in fin, and Saften in ini - 
quity (b). The wicked areeftranged from the womb, they 
go aſtray as ſoon as they be born, ſheaking lies (c). Moſes, 
ſpeaking of the antediluvians, fays, And God /aw that 
the wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, and that 
every, or, the hole, imagination of the thoughts, and the 
purpoſes and defires, of his heart was only evil continually, 
or every day (4). David, deſcribing the corruption 
of a natural man, ſays, The fool hath ſaid in his heart, 
There is no God. : they are corrufit, they have done abomina- 
ble works, there is none that doeth good. The Lord looked 
down from heaven uon the children of men, to ſee if there 
were any that did underſtand, and ſeek God. They are all gone 
afede, they are altogether become filthy : there is none that doeth 
good, no not one (e). Jeremiah's teſtimony, to the truth 
of this, is, 7he heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked (f). And our Lord confirms the 
whole, where he ſays, From within, out of the heart of 
man, - firoceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, mur- 
ders, thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, deceit, Iaſciviouſneſ/s, 
an evil eye, blaſhhemy, hride, fooliſineſs (g). We have 
one uniform teſtimony, of the great degeneracy of 
man, from the beginning of the bible to the end of 
it; and the truth of thefe records is confirmed by the 
experience of all ages, and generations of men, from 
the beginning of the world, to this preſent time: the 
neceſſary conſequence of which is, that every mouth it 
frophed, none innocent, and all the world is become guilty 
before God (h). 


As 
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As the Chriſtian religion ſuppoſes man to be in 
this wretched, miſerable ſtate, by nature and prac- 
tice; ſo it alſo hrings him good tidings of great joy, which 
| Aall be to all geahle, namely, a Saviour, which is Chriff 
| the Lord (i). The name of the Saviour is * Fe/us, (4) 
a name that is big with ſalvation, and imports no- 
thing leſs. than complete deliverance; deliverance 
from Sin, its guilt, dominion, pollution, and curſe ; 
| from Satan, his power, ſervice, malice, and govern- 
| ment; from the World, its ſpirit, maxims, and ſnares : 
| and alſo, it gives the certain enjoyment of grace 
| here, of pardon, peace, and holineſs; and the full 
poſſeſſion of glory hereafter, of the viſion of God, 
the ſociety of angels and ſaints, and pleafures, inſi- 

vitely great, and eternally new. 
This Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, is God and man, in 
one perſon. As God, he is the ſecond Perſon in the 


| ever 
| i Luke ii, 10, 11. Matt. i. 21. 
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il - * Jeſus is our Lord's perſonal name; not a name merely of 
office, as the names Chriſt, Meſſiah, Mediator, &c. are. It was 
not given him by private fancy, as parents give names to their 
children; not by Mary his mother, nor by Joſeph his reputed 
father; but by God himſelf, by the miniſtration of an angel, be- 
f fore his conception and birth, communicated firſt to Mary, and 
| then to Joſeph, Jolhua in the Hebrew, and Jeſus in the Greek, 
| are of the ſame ſignification, both meaning a Saviour. There 
were two ſoſhuas, under the Old Teſtament, who were illuſtrious 
types of our Jeſus; Joſhua the fon of Nun, Iſrael's captain at their 

| ſettlement in Canaan ;z and Joſhua the fon of ſoſedech, that 
. 5 their high-prieſt at their return trom the Babylonian captivity. 

he former of theſe Joſhuas, is twice, in the New Teſtament, 
called Jeſus, Acts vii. 45. and Heb. iv. 8. 2 the ſuc 
ceſſor of Moſes, was firſt called Hoſea; but Moſes upon the 
borders of Jordan, to 'confirm the faith of the Ifraelites of God's 
giving them victory over the Canaanites, under the command of 
2 prefixed the firſt ſyllable of his own name, the name 


** — Ire oo — — 


ehovah, to Joſhug's, making it JIehoſhua; which ſignifies, Jehovah 

all fave by Jolhuaz or, Jehovah ſhall be with Joſhua, to ſave 
you. Numb. xiii. 16. Jeboſhua, by contraction Joſhua, and 
with the Greek termination, Jeſus. | 2 \ 
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ever bleſſed and glorious Trinity. This is a doctrine 
unknown to the religion of nature; but it is moſt 
clearly revealed in the holy ſcriptures. We read 
there of three glorious Perſons, under the names of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. We find that each 
of theſe is diſtin from each other ; diſtin perſonal 
properties and actions are aſcribed to them; and the 
divine eſſence belongs to all three. There are THREE 
that bear record in heaven ; the FATHER, the WoRkD, 
and the Ho.y GHOST: and theſe THREE are ONE(): 
This is a plain revelation of the Trinity. Here are 
three perſons, or perſonal ſubſtances, manifeſtly diſ- 
tinguiſhed from one another ; fince otherwiſe there 
could not be this threefold witneſs; and yet their 
unity is expreſsly aſſerted. This prime article of 
Revealed religion, is indeed myſterious; and ſo muſt 
every thing, that concerns the nature of God, be to 
us, We do not pretend to explain the mode of it, 
becauſe that is not revealed, and confequently is in- 
explicable, covered with impenetrable darkneſs. 
We believe the fact, but how it is ſo, we know not, 
and therefore do not believe any thing about it. 


As God, he is alſo an eternal, neceſſary, ſelf- 
exiſtent, and independent Being. The holy ſerip- 
tures aſcribe to him the proper names of the ſupreme 
God; all the eſſential properties, perſeQions, or at- 
tributes, of God; the works which, on all ſides, are 
acknowledged God only can perform, ſuch as the 
works of creation, providence, and grace, the reſur- 
tection of the dead, judging the world, and divine 

religious 


71 John v. 2. 
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religious worſhip in the ſeveral parts of it.*—He is 

| alſo man; the eternal Mord was made fich, i. e. he al- 
ſumed human nature (). God was manifeft in the 
Hell (u), he took fart of fleſh and blood (o). He is both 
1 God and man in one Perſon: He was a divine per- 
| ſon from eternity; and in the fulneſs of time he took 
| | the human nature into union with the divine, as ſub- 
f ſſting in his Perſon: And therefore, he is ſtiled 
Immanuel, God with us (hi, which is a charaQter and 
| name incluſive of his two natures, divine and human. 
The union of theſe two natures in the perſon of 
Chriſt, is cloſe and inſeparable; yet without mixture 
| and confuſion, or tranſmutation, and without real and 
perſonal diſtinction. This is the wonderful, myſte- 
rious conſtitution of his Perſon and it is ſingular and 
peculiar to himſelf ; and in which he differs from all 
|| others. He is tie mighty God (g), the great God (7), 
| | the true Cod (, God over all, and bleſſed for ever (i). 
And yet, the ſame Perſon is man, the /ced of David (x), 
, | | 4 
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ohm i. 1 r Tim. ii. 16. Heb. ii. 
7 ſa. vii. — ui, s & 4s) Ifa. iz 7. 2 Titus ul, _ 
John v. 20. (tr) Rom. ix. 5. (2) Rom. i. 3. 


* The divinity of Jeſus,“ ſays an able author, “ I conceive 

'F to be the chief corner-{tone in the edifice of Chriſtianity. Re- 

| move this from the building, and the whole fabric immediately 
| totters, the foundation is ſhaken to the very centre, There ap- 
pears at once, an evident difproportion between the end and the 
means, the importance of the object propoſed, and the perſon by 
whom it was accompliſhed. And then the great doctrine of atone- 

ment and expiration, by the blood of its Author, fails to the ground, 
and all the rich promiſes of the goſpel are done away.“ -- Again, 
The divinity of Jelus is ſo conſpicuous a feature in the goſpel, 

and is ſnpported by evidences which preſs upon us fo cloſely on 
every fide, that I flatter myſelf, there is not any one point of 
Chriſt's religion more capable of being clearly proved and aſcer- 
tained, than his claim tv a divine nature.“ 


Hawher's Sermons, fag. 8, 40. 
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eat, drank (x), encreaſed in 2 (3), Kat . 
grieved (a), rejoiced (b), was crucified, and died c]. 
And this myſterious conſtitution of his Perſon, quali- 
fied him for the work of our Redemption and Salva- 
tion. His humanity rendered him capable of obey- 
ing and ſuffering for us; and his divinity ſupported 
his humanity under all its requiſite, proper work ; 
and ſtampt upon his obedience and ſufferings, a va- 
lue, dignity, and efficacy, ſufficient to the great ends 
intended thereby, namely, the ſatisfaction of God's 
juſtice, and the purchaſe of our ſalvation. 
Our Saviour redeemed us, and brought about 
our ſalvation, not only by his active obedience to the 
precepts of the law, given to Adam in a ſtate of per- 
fe innocence, but alſo, by ſuffering its penalties, 
eſpecially in his death. Death was threatened, as 
the.penalty of the tranſgreſſion of the law (4). Chriſt 
ſubſtituted himſelf in our place, and bore the penalty 
of the law for us, that curſe and death it threatened. 
He ſuffered for us through his whole life; hence is 
he called, a man of forrows (e); but eminently on the 
croſs, to which he was nailed, and on which he died. 
His entire human nature was the ſubje& of his ſuf- 
ferings : he ſuffered in both ſoul and. body, as is 
plain from the goſpel hiſtory. His ſufferings, finiſhed 
in his death, were a proper and full ſatisfaction to 
the demands of juſtice for all the fins of mankind. 
Their fatisfaRory, meritorious virtue, was derived 
from the dignity of his Perſon. We were reconciled to 


God 'by his DEATA (J), he made freace, through the 
BLOOD 


John iv. 7, 5 757 Luke ii. 52, fx} Matt. viii. 24. 


770 Mark iii. 5. Luke x. 21. (e Matt. xxvii. 35, 50. 
Gen. ii. 17. i. Mt. 3. ) Rom. v. 10. 
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vL00D of his croſs (g), hath redeemed us to God by hit 
' BLOOD (h), purchaſed us with his own BLOOD (i), 
his 8LooD was /hed for the remiſfon of fins (V, for with- 
out edding of BLOOD mo remiſſion (1), we are 
' juſtified by his BLooD (m), in whom we have redemfi- 
tion through his BLOOD, the forgiveneſs of fins (n),— 
Theſe, and a multitude of other portions of the 
word of God, ſhew, that Chriſt's death was a ple- 
nary ſatisfaction, to the demands of infinite] y incenſed 
juſtice, for the fins of mankind *, 

That our Saviour might apply the purchafed ſal- 
vation, he roſe from the dead, aſcended into heaven, 
triumphing over death and hell, and there makes in- | 
terceſlion for thoſe he had redeemed ; and, by his Spi- 
rit ſent down from thence for that purpofe, as the K 
conſequence of his aſcenſion, exaltation, and inter- [ 

c 
0 


ceſſion, he makes obedient ſouls partakers of that 
branch of ſalvation, which confilts in an interna! 
work of grace on their hearts, whereby they ate 


quickened (0), renewed (h), forgiven (q) ſan#ified (7). f 

comforted (), made meet for (t), and afterward received 4 

into glory (a). 1 
oSme 

tl 

(g) Col. i. 20. 58 Rev. v. 9. (I) Acts xx. 28. (4) Matth. tc 
xxvi. 28. ix. as () Rum. v. 9. (=) Eph. i. 7. 

(% Eph. ii. 1 ore Rom. xii..2. () Col. ii. 13. (7) 1 Cor. i. 30 =. 

vi. 11. () Acts ix. 31. GW Gi b ts. () 1 Tim. ii. 10. {1 

John xvii. 24. 

de 

* The celebrated Dr. Blair, of Edinburgh, when ſpeaking of ar 
our Saviour's dying-hour, ſays, © This was the hour in Which. 

Chriſt atoned ſor the fins of mankind, and accompliſhed our eternal gl 

redemption, It was the hour, when that great Sacrifice was (al 
offered up, the efficacy of which reaches back to the firſt tran(- 


greſſion of man, and extends forward to the end of time; the hour 

when, from the crofs, as ſrom an high altar, the blood was ſowing, 

which waſhed away the guilt of the nations. 5 . , 
Sermons, a 1. el 
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Some may aſk, Could not God have faved us, 
without his Son's incarnation, obedience, and ſuffer- 
ings, in our nature and place, or without a ſatisfac- 
tion? I anſwer, it does not appear to me, that he 
could, in a confiltency with the honour of his juſtice, 
trath, and holineſs. There was, indeed, infinite 
power in him, before he made the world; and ſo, 
likewiſe, there was vindictive juſtice in his nature; 
before ever there was any fin to puniſh. This 
cannot, I think, be denied, without allowing of an 
abſurdity, namely, that he is capable of changing, 
And his eſſential juſtice made it neceſſary, that if 
ever ſinners be ſaved, full ſatisfaction be made for 
their fins : otherwiſe, while he glorified his mercy, 
he would have injured his juſtice, God had engaged 
his truth, in denouncing the threatening (x): and it 
cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that he ſhould act 
contrary to his own ſolemn declaration and ſentence ; 
this would not have been conſiſtent with the per- 
ſection of his nature, and the honour of his govern» 
| ment. Should he have glorified his mercy, in par- 
doning and ſaving ſinners, without a ſatisfaQion for - 
their fins, aſter ſuch a ſentence, as that juſt referred 
to, he would have rendered himſelf unfit (to ſpeak 
with reverence) to be truſted or regarded. But in 
| the way of our ſalvation, deviſed by his infinite wiſ 
dom, all the divine attributes are ſecured from-injury 

| and reproach. His holineſs, juſtice, and truth, are 
glorified in Chriſt's ſatisfaction; and his mercy-n our 
ſalvation. Mercy and Truth are met together, Righteou/- 
| B 15 
69) Gen. zi. 19, ö 


14 
we/s and Peace have ki ed each other (), in this method of 
divine contrivance. Mercy reigns in righteouſneſs, 
in the believer's juſtification and ſalvation, on the 
ground of Chriſt's ſatisfaction (z). O the defith of the 

riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! (a). 

| 2. This Heching in Jeſus, ſuppoſes a conviction, 
and evidence to ſupport that conviction, that Chril- 
tianity is not a cunningly deviſed ſable, but the only 
certain ſcheme of divine mercy, eſtabliſhed in the 
perſon of Chriſt, whereby fallen guilty man may be 
pardoned, reſtored, and ſaved. In the ſcriptures we 
ſee, that Jeſus Chriſt is the only channel in which 
ſalvation flows; the centre where all the lines of (al- 
vation meet; the ladder by which we may climb to 
heaven ; the plank on which we may eſcape to ſhore- 
If the Chriſtian religion be defenſible, there is none 
other name (but Jus us) under heaven given among men, 
whereby we muſt be ſaved (b). And that it is defenfi- 
ble, has often been proved, and might again, to the 
ſatisfaction of ſerious, thinking, unprejuced perſons. 
Its evidence is clear, powerful, and permanent as the 
throne of God. The Chriſtian religion takes in al! 
the doQrines and duties, principles and rules, of na- 
tural religion. Whatever is agreeable to right rea- 
ſon, and that reaſon could diſcover as matter of duty 
towards God, our neighbours, and ourſelves; this the 
New Teſtament takes in, and eſtabliſhes, In a word, 
it contains the moſt excellent ſyſtem of morals in the 
world. There is nothing valuable in all the writings 
38 of 


(>) Pſa, lxxxv. 10. (=) Rom. iii. 25, (a) Rom. xi. 33. 
| (5) Ads iv. 12. 


15 
of the Heathen philoſophers, but what is to be found 
in the Chriſtian religion. All the laws of juſtice, cha- 
rity, meekneſs, gratitude, patience, and all the reſt, 
that they have recommended in their books, are re- 
commended by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in a better 
light, delivered with greater authority, and enforced 
with higher motives and arguments, than the moſt 
admired and famous ſages among the Heathens poſſi» 
bly could do. It happily ſupplies all the deſects of 
natural religion, or the light of nature. Indeed, had 
men preſerved their integrity and purity, the light of 
nature would have taught them their duty, in the 
whole compaſs and latitude of it, without any ſuper- 
natural revelation : But mankind being fallen, human 
nature is ſo much depraved, and human reaſon fo 
much impaired, that it is very deſective, and inſuffi- 
cient to direct us in all the concerns of religion. + 
There are two points, in which it leaves us hopeleſs 
and helpleſs, and at an utter loſs ; namely, the right 
manner of worſhipping God, and the terms on which 
finners may aſſuredly expect and find acceptance 
with him. But the Chriſtian religion ſupplies theſe, 
and all the other defeQs of natural religion, | 
In the New Teſtament, we have the hiſtory of the 
completion of many ancient prophecies, the verifica- 
tion of many dark types and figures, and a moſt exact 
and remarkable correſpondence with the whole ſy- 
ſtem and deſign of the Jewiſh inſtitution z in which 
there is a perpetual reference to the Meſhah to come : 
at whom almoſt all its rites and ceremonies, and molt 
33. of its predictions, do manifeſtly point. The writings 
of the New Teſtament aſſure us, that Jeſus Chriſt 
82 came 
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tame into the world, and that all the prophecies 
were fulfilled in and by him, that did expreſsly refer 


to his life and paſſion, according to the clear ſenſe of 


the Jewiſh doctors. They aſſure us, that he came 
into the world at the time and period fixed by 
Daniel's prophecy ; in the manner foretold by Ifaiah 
and Jeremiah, being conceived and born of a virgin; 
and that, by a wonderful interpoſition of providence, 


he was born at Bethlehem, the place from whence 


was to come forth, He who was to be ruler in Iſrael. 


Theſe writings aſſure us, that he came of the nation, 


tribe, and particular family, from which it was pro- 
phefied he ſhould deſcend, being of the feed of Abra- 
ham, the father of the Jewith nation, the tribe of Ju- 
dah, and family of David. His cireumſtanoes of life, 
doctrine, miracles, ſufferings, death, burial, and re- 
ſutrection, exactly anſwered the prophecies concern- 
ing them: In ſhort, he anſwered all thoſe characters, 
which the prophets of former ages had given of the 


Meſſiah. The Old and New Teſtament, have a mu- 


tual dependence upon, and give mutual teſtimony to, 
the truth of each other “. 


The 


c, The ſcheme of Propheey, conſide ed in its firſt opening, its 
gradual. advance, and its final and full completion in the advent, 
the miniſtry, the death, and reſurxe&ion of the Meſſiah, and the 
extenſive progreſs of the guſpel among the Gentiles, together with 
its bleſſed influence on individuals, ſocieties, countries, and the 
whole race of mankind : is an object the greateſt, and moſt ſublime, 
that imaginatien can conceive; and the moſt pleaſing and impor- 
tant that the human mind can contemplate.” 


Rev. Dr. White's Sermons, at Brampton Lecture, f. 307- 
Fora view of the accompliſhment af ſcripture Prophecies, the 
reader may conſult, with great advantage, biſhop Newtun's Diſſer- 
tations, Brown's Harmeny of the A Prophecies, and Hiſtory 
of their Fulfillment ; and Simpſag's Key to the Prophecies. 


The miracles which our Saviour wrought, were 
| inconteſtible proofs of his divine commiſhon, and a 
S confirmation of the truth of his doarine, When he 
entered on his public miniſtry, he declared, that he 
was come with a commiſſion from God, to accom- 
pliſh the work of man's redemption and falvation : , 
and for a proof of his commiſſion, and confirmation 
of the doctrine he preached in purſuance of it, he 
wrought many miracles; i. e. he performed many 
amazing works, evidently, and confeſſedly, above 
all buman power and {kill to eſſect“. Theſe he 
wrought in an inſtant, and uſually by ſpeaking a 
word; in places of the moſt public reſort, in cities, 
and ſynagogues, and open fields; in the preſence of 
multitudes of his enemies, as well as friends. And 
in all his moſt public miracles, there was always 
ſome circumſtance or other which plainly ſhewed, 
that they were intended for the conviction of thoſe 
who ſaw them. F urther, his reſurrection, or raif- 
ing himſelf from the dead, was the greateſt mira- 
cle he wrought; and whatever arguments are 
brought for the certainty of it, are ſo many reaſons 


B 3 for 

| * Our Saviour raifed the dead, Jairus' daughter---the widow of 

r, its Naim's ſon, as they were carrying him ta his burial---and Lazarus, 
vent, ue he had been dead four days. Thele are proper miracles ; 
4 the fing the dead is above all the natural powers and capacities even 
with & the angels themſelves, though they excel in ſtrength; it is the 
4 the perogative of God along, Rom. iv. 17. If a man, or an angel, can 
hae, raiſe the dead, he may. as eahly make men, for it requires the ſarae 
apor- owe. to reſtoe life, as to give it: i he can turn water into wine, 
e can create the vine; and if he can create any vegetable or ani- 

Fs he may by the fame power, form whole worlds; if he can 

307- o all this, he muſt be omnipotent, and' ſv, be God. On this 


, the n to reaſon, as Nicodemus juſtly did, Rabbi, we 
)i\ſer- w thou art a teacher come from God : for no man can ds theſe mi- 


if les that thou daf, except "God be with him... Jah ji. 2. 


18 | 
for our belief of his doQrine : for if he was deelated 
to be the Son of God with power, by his reſurreQion ' 
from the dead, as the Apoſtle aſſerts he was (c), there 
can be no room left for any rational men to doubt of 
the truth of whatever he came to teach. Theſe mi- 
racles wrought by Chriſt, were ſuch atteſtations from 
God, as plainly confirmed the doctrine he preached. 
For it is impoſſible for the God of trath, to atteſt a 
falſehood, or to ſupport a forgery by his almighty 
power. ' Would he concur, by the power of mira- 
cles, with an impoſture, and own a perſon who only 
abuſed him, and deceived mankind ? We cannot ſup- 
poſe ſo great an abſurdity, and what is evidently in- 

conſiſtent with the perfections of God's nature, and 
with his moral government of the world. 

The illuſtrious triumph God gave the goſpel at 
its firſt publication, is worthy of our attention and 
faith. The Apoſtles were honoured with amaging 
facceſs, though they had no ſecular terrors to affright 
them, no ſecutar rewards to bribe them, no dazzling 
eloquence to enchant them: On the contrary, the 
want of theſe were pleaded againſt them. Yet their 
teſtimony was received, and their converts were ſo 
fully ſatisfied with the evidence, which the Apoſtles 
gave them of their divine miſſion, that they encoun- 

1 tered great perſecution, and cheerfully ventured 

i! eſtate, liberty, and life itfelf, on their perſuaſion of 

| the truth of the ſacts they aſſerted. And their con- 

| verts were not a few; James ſpeaks of the myriads 

[| of e Jews (4). And we read of Chriſtian 

churches 


— —_ ee 
* . 


— — 


1 — 


2 


OT A] - ] OM G ⅛Oy)Pp — 


— 


W ha 


P —— — — p —ͤ—— — — ee 7 


— 3 * 


19: 
churches in Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, Coloſſe, Theſ- 
ſalonica, Philippi, Laodicea, Smyrna, Philadelphia, 
Sardis, Thyatira, Phrygia, Crete, Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Aſia, and Bithynia, and in many other 
places; inſomuch that one of the Apoſtles could ſay, 
that Chriſt had ſo wrought by him, as to make the 
Gentiles obedient, not only in word and profeſſion, 
but in deed too, and that from Jerufalem round about. 
unto Illyricum (e). The ſucceſs was amazing, and 
will appear fo, if we conſider the low education of 
the Apoſtles, and that all the learning and wit of the 
Greeks and Romans were employed to ridicule the 
goſpel they preached, and run it down ; and that the 
princes and potentates of the earth drew their {words 
againſt it, and armed their legions for the deſtruction 
of the profeſſors of it. Had the infidel wits of our 
age ſeen the Apoſtles, and a few other plain men, 
who had been educated among the loweſt of the peo- 
ple, going out, armed with nothing but faith, truth, 
and goodneſs, to encounter the power of princes, the 
bigotry of prieſts, the learning of philoſophers, the 
rage of the populace, and the prejudices of all; they 
would have derided the attempt, and ſuid, as San- 
ballat did long before, What will theſe feeble Fews 
40? ) But had they ſeen the event, furely they 
muſt have owned, with the Egyptian Magi, in a leſs 
illuſtrious miracle, That it was the finger of God (g). 
This illuſtrious triumph, this amazing ſucceſs of the 
goſpel, at its firſt publication, evidently argues an ex- 
traordinary interpoſition of God in its favour, or as 
| Luke 


G Rom. av; 18, 2g. (0) Neb. iy, a. () Exod. u. 19, 


| 20 
Luke, the hiſtorian, expreſſes it, that he hand of rhe 
Lord was with the afroftles, and ſo a great number believed, 
and tim ned to the Lord (). | 
And he that believerh on the Son of God, hath the witneſs 
in him/elf(:) ; hath an internal, experimental evi- 
dence of the truth, excellency, and efficacy of the 
Chriſtian religion, in his own foul. The gracious 
change of his nature, prevailing purity of his heart, 
inward peace and conſolation, and ardent breathings 
of his ſoul, after the full image of God on earth, and 
the complete enjoyment of God in heaven, is, to 
himſelf, a witneſs of the truth of Chriſtianity. He 
has the knowledge of ſalvation, by the remiſfien of his ff) 
the freace of God, which paſſeth all underflanding (I), in 
his conſcience; and the love of God ed abroad in his 
heart, by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto him (m). 
Hence he has fuch an aſſurance of God's love to him, 
| | in Jeſus Chriſt, that he, in the confidence of faith, 
1 aided by the Spirit of God, cries, Abba Father *; the 
| | Sfrrit 


Y Ads xi, 21. ( 1 Joh v. 1o. (H Luke i. 77. 
| 1 ( Rom. v, i. () Rom. v. 5. 9 4 


The Apoſtle ſays, Ye are all the children of Ged,, by faith in 
Cl ü- Fee, Gal. iii. 26; admitted into this honourable and happy 
relationſhip to the bleſſed God, by beheving in Chriſt. Aud be- 
cauſe ye are ſens, God hath ſent forth the Shirit of his Son into your 
hearts, ching, Abba, Father, Gat iv, 6: that is, diſpoſing and 
1 enabling the fons of God, to pray with filial confidence, and 
| holy atdour. Both thefe are implied: fitial confidence in the 
1 woid Father ; huty ardour, ur vehemency of defire, in the doubling 
of the word Abba, Father ; that is, Father, Father : for the word 
Abba, fignifies Father, The word is ufed in two different lan- 
guages ; Aba, a Syriac word, the common language of the Jews, 
at that time; Father, Pater in the original text, uſed among the 
Greeks, or Genti es; to ſhew, that this is the common privilege of 
all the ſons of God, in all nations and tongues ; who approach before 
God, with holy confidence, and yet with becoming reverence, as 
chifdren do 40 their earthly fathers;,- © 


r 
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Spirit i gif beaveth witneſs with his fhririt, that be is. 4 
lila of God (n) ; he has felloumi with the Father, and 
evith his Son Feſus Chrift(o) : And thus is he introduced 
mto the ſpiritual world, and has an intercourſe with 
eternity. The ſoul has ſpiritual ſenſes, as well as 
the body has natural ones : hence, we read of hear- 
ing Chriſt's voice ( /), /ceing his glory (g), raſting his 
goodneſs (r), and /melling his ointments(/); and 
theſe ſenſes are the only medium, by which an inter- 
courſe between Chriſt and our fouls can be opened 
and maintained; ſaving faith cannot ſubſiſt and act 
without them. If material objects cannot be per- 
ceived by man in his preſent ſtate, but through the 
medium of one or other of his bodily ſenſes, by parity 
of reaſon, ſpiritual objects cannot be diſcovered, but 
through one or other of the ſenſes which belong to the 
inward man, God being a Spirit, cannot be wor- 
Ihipped in truth, unleſs he is known in ſpirit. You 
may as ſoon imagine, how a blind man, by reaſoning 
on what he feels or taſtes, can get true ideas of hight 
and colours, as how one who has no ſpiritual ſenſes 
opened, can, by all his reaſoning and gueſſing, attain 
an experimental knowledge of the invifible God. 
Till profeffors ſee the neceflity of believing, in this 
manner, they reſt in a refined form of godlineſs. To 
the confidence of the Antinomians, they may, indeed, 
join the high profeſſion of the fooliſh virgins. They 
may even crown their partial aſſent to the truths of 
the ofpel with the zeal of the phariſees, and the re- 

. 


| (») Row. 4 (e) 1 John, i. 3. (4) John, x. 3. 
G John xi. 40. () 1 Peter: i. 2. () Song iv. 10. 


22 
gularity of moraliſts: but ſtill they ſtop ſhort of the 
new creation, the new birth, the life of God, in the ſoul of 
man. Nay more, they ſtumble at ſome of the moſt 
important truths of Chriſtianity, and think the diſco- 
veries, that ſound believers have of Chriſt, and the 
ſpiritaal world, are enthuſiaſtical deluſions, or, at 
leaſt, extraordinary favours, which they can very well 
do without. Thus, even while they allow the power 
of godlineſs in others, they reſt ſatisfied without ex- 
periencing it in themſelves “. 

F | 3. This 


* See the Rev, John Fletcher's very valuable Letters on the 
Spiritual Manifeftation of the Son of Gop,---Letter iſt. 


To confirm the truth, that a regenerate ſoul has his ſpiri- 
tual ſenſes opened, and made capable of diſcerning what belongs 
to the ſpiritual world, as a new-born infant has its ſenſes un- 
locked, and begins to ſee, hear, and taſte, what belongs to the 
material world into which it enters, the ſame late piuvus author 
ſays, in the ſame letter © I ſhall add the area of our own 
excellent church. As ſhe ftritly agrees with the ſcripture, ſhe 
makes alſo frequent mention of ſpiritual ſenſations, and yuu know, 
that ſenſations neceſſarily ſuppole ſenſes. She prays, that God would 
© give us à due ſenſe of his ineitimable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt” (a). She begs, that he would, 
© make us know and fee! there is no other name than that of Jeſus, 

hereby we muſt be ſaved” (5). She affirms, that true penitents 
eel © the burden of their fins intolerable;* (c) that godly perſons 
« feel in themſelves the workings of Chriſt's Spirit ;* (4) that © the 
Lord preſently ſpeaks to us in the ſciiptures, to the great and end- 
leſs comfort of all who have any feeling of God in them at all;' that 
© godly. men felt, inwardly, the Holy Ghoſt inflaming their hearts 
with the fear and love of God, and that they are miſerable wretches, 
who have no feeling of God within them at all: (e) and, that if 
we feel the heavy burden of our fins preſſing our ſouls, and torment- 
ing us with the fear of death, hell, and damnation, we muft /ed- 
faſily behold Chriſt crucified, with the eyes of our heart.“ (7) Our 
church farther declares, that © true faith is not in the mouth and 
outward proſeſſion only, but liveth and fiirreth inwardly in the 
? | heart, 


* 


a) Thankſgiving. bY Office for the Sick, c) Communion. 
d) 7705 drticle 2 Hom. 1 certain nd 7 ſeriſeture. 
2 Hom, on the Paſſion, | 
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3. This. Heching in Jeſus, ſuppoſes alſo a compli- 
ance with the terms of the goſpel, the terms upon. 
which ſalvation is offered That there are certain 
terms, or conditions, in the goſpel, to be complied 
with, in order to enjoy ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, is 
evident from the whole tenor of Revelation. John 
the Baptiſt, the forerunner of our bleſſed Saviour, 
came preaching in the wilderneſs of Judea, ſaying, 
Rejent ye : for the kingdom of heaven is at hand: and he 
infiſted on thoſe, who came to his baptiſm, to bring forth 


fruits meet for renentance (t). Our Saviour ſays of him- 
ſelf, I am come io call finners to reentance (u). And, after 
his reſurrection, he left this in charge with his 


Apoſtles, reaching them to ob/erve all things whaiſcever he 
had commanded them, that repentance, and remiſſion of fins, 
Jhould be fireached in hi: name, among all nations: and, 


for 
(7) Matt, iii. 1, 2---7, 8. () Matt. ix. 13. 


heart, and that if we /ec/ and perceive ſuch a faith in us we muſt 
rejoice ?” (g) that © corieftion, though painſul, bringeth with it a 
taſte of God's goodneſs : (%) that, if atter contiition, we feel our 
conſciences at peace with God, through the remiſſion of oui fin, it 
is God, who worketh that great miracle in us;“ and the prays, 
that, *as this knowledge and feeling is not in ourſelves, and, as 
by ourſelves, it is not poſſible to come by it, the Lord would 
give us grace to know theſe things, and fee] them in our 
hearts.” (2) She begs that God would aſſiſt us with his Ho 

Spirit, that we may #earken to the voice of the good Shepherd.” (K 

She (ets upon aſking continually that the Lord would * /ighten our 
ny fr and deliver us from the two heavieſt plagues of P::aroah, 
" blindneſs, and hardneſs of heart.” ([) And, ſhe affirms, that, * if 
we will be profitable hearers of e d cas we muſt keep under 
our carnal ſenſes, taken by the outward words, ſearch the inward 
meaning, and give place to the Holy Ghoft,* whoſe peculiar office 
it is to open our ſpiritual ſenſes, as he opened Lydia's heart.“ (n) 


g) Hom. on Faith, 1ft and 3d art. () Hom. on the fear of 
Death, 2d hart. (i) Hom, for Rogation week, 3d hart. ( Hom. 
on Rehent. 2d hart. (1) Even. = and Litany, (m) Yom. 
en certain Places Scrin. . | | 
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fir their encouragement, he ſays, 4 le, 7 a I 
you, and your ſucceſſors in office, faith, and practioe, 
alway, even unto the end of the world; confirmed with, 
an, Amen (&). 
which, the Apoſtles went forth, after the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, and preached every where, that men Hould rehent, 
and turn to God, and do works meet for refhentance, the 
Lord working with them, and bearing them wing, and 
confirming the word, both with figns and wonders, and 
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Gl (7) 
Man having revolted from his Maker, broken his 
laws, deſpiſed his authority, abuſedhismercies, and in- 
curred his heavy diſpleaſure, he muſt, upon the goſpel 
fcheme, be ſenſible of his immoral conduct, ſorry for 
his numerous offences, renounce the evil of his ways, 
and return unto God by true repentance, or he can- 
not be pardoned and ſaved. Repentance, according 
to the late excellent Biſhop Horne, implies, light in 
head, ſorrow in the heart, confeſſion in the mouth, 
and reformation in the life, The Holy Spirit con- 
vinceth the world of ſin (=); produces godly forrow 
in the heart (a); leads to confeſſion in the mouth, 
and reformation in the liſe (). 

Faith toward our Lord Jeſur,. is as requiſite unto 
falvation, as refentance toward God (c). Our Saviour 
ſaid unto his Apoſtles, a little before his aſcenſion 
into heaven, Go ye into all the world, and reach the 
: goſſel to every Creature: He that believeth, and is aht. 
* ö not, Hall be damned ( 
>. 5 


ark wi 20 AQs 
(a2 Cor. vii. ro. 
Marks ri 16. 


6) Matt, xxviii. 20. 2 . 


Heb: i (%) John-xvi. 
J os. — 13 ( 2 . 00. 


In conſequence, and by virtue of 
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\Repentance, however genuine, and future obe: 
dience, however perſect, cannot atone for the crimes 
we have already committed. Natural religion can- 
not furniſh a remedy for guilt. Man has ſinned, is 
guilty, and has a fearful looking for of judgment, The 
Chriſtian religion alone provides us a Saviour, to 
ſave us from our fins, and all obligation to puniſh» 
ment. This Saviour is received by faith. True 
faith accepts of Chriſt, as a prophet and king, for 
inſtruction and government; as well as a prieſt, for 
juſtification, and ſalvation ; but, as it juſtifies the ſin- 
ner, it fixes ſolely on him as a prieſt. As it was in 
the prieſtly office of Chriſt only, that the juſtice of 
God found complete ſatisfaction for fin; ſo it is in 
that only that God propoſes him to our faith, in order 
to our juſtification by his righteouſneſs: Ilm God 
hath ſet forth to he a firofiitiation *, through faith in his 
blood (e). Faith views him as atoning God, ſatisfying 
juſtice, and expiating ſin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 
By grace, procured by Chriſt of the Father, are ze 
ſaved, through FAiTH : not of works, left any man /hould 
; C boaſt. 


ſe Rom. iii. 25. 


*The word /roftitiation, properly ſignifies the mereysſcat. The 
Apoſtle alludes to the mercy-ſeat under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, 
which was a ſignal type of Chriſt. The mercy-ſeat was in the 
holy of holies, and placed between the ſhechina, the ſymbol of the 
divine prefence, and the ark, wherein was the law; the one was 
above, and the other below the mercy-ſeat, wuich, as it were, 
coveied the broken law from the eye of God. It was from above 
the mercy-ſeat, that God ſhewed himſelf propitious to his peo- 
ple, as being appeaſed by the great propitiatory ſacrifice, of- 
lered on the day of atonement, with the blood of which the mercy» 
ſeat was ſprinkled once a year. Heb, ix, 11-14. n 
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Christ to be real, that we ate one ſpilit with the Lord. 
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Boca (f). Being juſtified by rairu, we have heace 

with God, through our Lord Fefus Chriſt (g). In the Lord 

hall all the feed of Iſrael be juftified, and. Mall glory (4) in 
him, by whoſe righteouſneſs they are ſaved. There. 

Fore, ſalvation is of air Rn, that it might be by grace (i). 
And, as he that believeth on Jeſus, is not condemned, but 

has pardon, peace, and everlaſting life; ſo, on the 

. | other 


V Eph. ii, 0 2) Rom. v. 1. /) Ifa. xlv. 25. 
{i} Rom. iv. 16. 


* Some may object here, and ſay, Though the Apoſtle Paul ſays 
we are juflified by faith, yet the Apoſtle James ſays, that by wik 
man is juſtified, and not by faith only, * ii. 24. To this 1 an- 
ſwer, The two Apoſtles had to do with different ſorts of pes ſons, 
ſpeak of different forts of faith, and of different ſorts of jultik- 
cation, |; x F 

St. Paul had to do with ſelſ-juſticiaries, Phariſees, Who truſted BF 
to the works of the law, done without ſaith in Chriſt, as meritorious | 
of juſtification in the fight of God, and ſubſtituted their own wok: 
in the piace of Chriſt's meiits; theſe the Apoſtle Paul told, that 
finne:s are juitified before God, by faith alone in Chriſt. Tie WF « 
Apoſtle James had to do with licentious libertines, who contented 
themſelves with a ba:e ſpeculation, or mere outward profeſſion, d 
the Chriſtian religion, without holineſs of life; on thoſe he preſſed 
the nec eſſity of good works. 

The faith St, Paul ſpeaks of, is a /iving ſaith, a vital operativ 

rinciple, productive of goſpel holineſs and obedience : The f 
3 ſpeaks of, is a dead taith, a dead empty notion in the head 
that produceth no good works in the life. | th 

The juftification St. Paul ſpeaks of, is juſtification before God, n 
which a man has his fins torgiven him, is conſtituted righteous 1 to 
his ſight, and entitled to eternal lite: The juffification St. Jams 
ſpeaks of, is a declarative ,uttification beſore men, or the de clarity 
and evidencing to be world, by our works, that we are juftifi 
before God, The former, is by a vital faith; the latter, by geo 
woiks : that is, the holineſs of our lives is declarative of the trutl 
and reality of ou faith, and of our juſtification before God by 1. 
I we reac with attention St. Paul's Epiſtles to the Romans a 
Galatians, and St james“ General Epiſtle, we ſhall ſee that 5 
Pau! afferts, that all works of ours, both in whole and in part, 1 
excluded ſrom being wur juſtifying rigiteovuſne!® before G ; I! 
thai St. James aiſerts, that good works ate neceflary to evicence\ 
ou ſelves and other-, that we are of the number of God's juſt'f 
ones. Good works do this, as they declare our fa ti: to be 
feigned, a faith of the right kind, and as they ſhew vur union! 
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other hand; ke that belieueth not, is condemned already, 
becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the only begatten 
San of God; and THE WRATH OT GoD Arn 
on HIM . He that believeth not, while his ſtate of 
probation. in this world laſts, all be damned, in the 
world to come: be pranifed with EVERLASTING DE= 
STRUCTION ®, from the fireſence of the Lord, and from 


| the glory of his pawer (1). 


4. And, laſtly, this Hleching in Jeſus, ſuppoſes, con- 


| ſtancy in the faith and profeſſion of the goſpel, pro- 
| greſs in holineſs, and perſeverance to the end. 
Many things conſpired, to ſhake the confidence, and 


overthrow the faith, of thoſe that now reſt in Jeſus, 
after they firſt believed: ſuch as, the number of bad 
examples, the prevalency of error, the corruption of 


| their own nature, the blandiſhments of ſenſe, the in- 


ſinuations of company and acquaintance, the ſophiſtry 


and 
1 John iii. . 7/2 Theſſ. i. 9. 


Here, ſome perſons may aſk, How can it be conſiſtent with 


| the juſtice of God, to puniſh the tranſient acts of fin with eternal 


miſery? To this I anſwer, 1. The evil and demerit of fin is not 
io be meaſured by the time in which it is committed, 2. The evil 
of fin is inconceivably aggravated by the majeſty of Heaven, 
Wainſt whom it is committed. 3. There are none ſent to hell, 
but who, could they have lived for ever on earth, would have ſinned 
ſor ever. 4. The finally impenitent, carry all the malignity of ſin 
along with them into hel, and there they continually fin again& 
God. 5 Hell was the ſinner's own choice; not formally or inten- 
tonally, but virtually and interpretatively ; for they may be ſaid to 
chuſe the end, who. chuſe the means that are neceſſarily con- 
nected with it. 6. Since a God of unexceptionable juſtice and 
equity has threatened the wicked with eternal miſery; there muſt 
rely be ſuch a malignity in fin, as bears a due proportion to 
© dreadful a puniſhment, 7. And as God hath threatened the 
wicked with this puniſhment, it muſt be owned, he can inflict it, 
coohftent with the perlections of his own nature, 7 
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and the confidence, wit, and banter, of athieftica) 
ſcoffers, at a future ſtate of recompences:—AIll thoſe 
worldly objects, that are moſt apt to affect us, through 
the medium of carnal ſenſe, or weak puſſion; ſuch as, 
riches, and pleaſures, and honours, on the one hand; 
and affliction, pain, poverty, diſgrace, and perſecu- 
lion, on the other :—And the mighty forces, of the 
princes of all the infernal legions, who throng the 
air, and darken heaven, and croud this lower world; 
formidable, becauſe numerous, inviſible, politic, 
powerful, malicious, and of unwearied application, 
to deſtroy the ſouls of men; Now Faith, which is the 
fubPanee of things hoped for, the evidence, or conviction, 
of things not ſeen (m); which ſubſtantiates things nit 
ſeen, brings diſtant objects near, and makes them ſtand 


true in the mind, juſt as the object we look at is in the 


eye, the form we love ever in the memory, where 
recolleQion clothes. it, and fancy gives it a thouſand 
charms (=); now faith, I ſay, gave them the victory. 
By this, they ſaw the emptineſs, uncertainty, ſhort: 
neſs, and diſappointing nature of all worldly good 


things; and the ſhort continuance of the trials, trou- 


bles, and ſufferings of the preſent life; and looking 
forward, they had a clear and affecting view of 
eternal happineſs and. miſery : and ſo were ſtimu 
lated with motives much more forcible to induce 
them to keep on in the way of duty, than any worldly 
conſideration could he to draw them ſrom it. And 
alſo, by this faith, there were aſſured of ſuch divine 


aid and ſuccour, as would be ſufficient to enable them 
to 


u Heb. xi. 1. / n} Robinſon's Village Sermons, p. 321 
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to overcome the greateſt difficulties, and triumph over 
the moſt formidable enemies, in the road to eternal 
life. By faith, therefore, they who now Zeep in Jeſus, 
not only profeſſed godlineſs, and endured for a ſea- 
ſon, but perſevered in well-doing ; and as they firſt 

lived to God by faith, and walked in his way through 
| life by it, ſo they died in it, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift unto eternal life (u). 


Having conſidered what /eefing in Jeſus ſuppoſes, 
I now come, in the SECOND place, to ſhew what it 
implies. | 


And we are not to ſuppoſe, when the body dies, 
that there is a ceſſation of progreſſive motion in the 
whole man. The Apoſtle's deſcription of the death 
of the righteous, or faithful ſervants of God, is, that 
they lech in Ze/us. By this metaphor, the happy death 
of good and holy perſons is often expreſſed in ſerip- 
ture. So David, Solomon, Jchoſhaphat, and Heze- 
kiah, in the Old Teftament, are ſaid to have fallen 
geen. And our Lord uſes it of Lazarus, in the New 
Teſlament, Our friend Lazarus SLEEPETH (0); that 
in, he is dead. And the Apoſtle Paul, when ſpeak- 
ing of the reſurrection, ſays, He hall not all sLE ET, 


mY that is, we ſhall not all die; ut we Hall all be 
— | changed (4): it is meant of thoſe who ſhall be alive at 
5 Chriſt's ſecond coming. It is uſual with the inſpired 
ie writers to expreſs the death of the ſaints by the term 
* feen. But here we muſt conſider, that this Ae re- 


lates only to the body, and not at all to the ſoul. 


321 | C3 here 
. Jude 21. e John xi, 11. % 1 Cor. xv. 57. 
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There'is a ſoul in man, diſtin from the body: 
And the ſoul is the principal part of man, according 


* 


to that of Hierocles, Thy ſoul is Thee, thy body Thine, and 
thy outward goods thy Body's. The body is the habita- 
tion of the ſoul,” and the only inſtrument by which it 
acts. The body is ſolid, extended, inert, and diviſi- 
ble; the ſoul is poſſeſſed of the powers of ſenſation, 
perception, retention, conſciouſneſs, reflection, rea- 
fon and will *. Theſe powers are ſo great, that we 
can explore nature, ſpan the ſurface of the earth, 
dive into its capacious feas, and there diſcover the 
numerous progeny of the watry tribe :—We can 
travel through our own ſpherical ſyſtem, from planet 
to planet, tell their dimenfions, meaſure their dil- 
tances, and follow them through their various revolu- 
tions: We can paſs the boundaries of our own, and 
climb'into other ſyſtems; and from thence into eter- 
nity itſelf :. aſcend from cauſe to cauſe, from the crea: 
tore to the great Creator, who is the-Firſt Cauſe of 
all things, and, with eyes of faith, gaze upon that 
glorious luminary of the moral world, and plunge 
amazed, overpowered, and delighted, into the inf 
nite abyſs of his divine perfections. 


*The powers of the ſoul take in objects of all fizes; yet they 
are not in the ſoul, as bodies in a material place, where the gi eater 
take up more ſpace than the leſs : for the thought of a mile, or ted 
thouſand miles, doth no more fill or ftreich the ſoul, than that ol 2 
foot, or an inch, or a mathemat.cal point. And whereas all matte 
has its parts, and thoſe extended, one without another, into length, 
and breadth, and.thickneſs, and ſo is meaſurable by inches, yards, 
or ſolid meaſures ; there is nothing of meaſurable extenfion in any 
thing belonging to the ſoul, neither length, not breadth, nor thick 
neſs ; nor is it poſſible to form an idea of a foot of thought, a yard 
of” reaſon, a pound of wiſdom, or a quart uf virtue, 


See Scott's Chriftian Life, 2d edit. vol. v, H. 144 
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The ſoul is immortal in its own natare:-it once 
began to be, but will never ceaſe to exiſt. When 
the whole length of time is elapſed, it will live in im- 
mortal vigour, and its exiſtence run parallel with the 
duration of eternity. It is of the ſame nature with 
angelic beings; a pure, unmixed, ſimple ſubſtancez 
altogether ſpiritual and immaterial, not compounded 
of corruptible principles, or conſiſting of diſfimilarg 
jarring, ſeparate parts; and ſo-has-notting in its na- 
ture that tends to a diſſolution. The. death of the 
ſoul cannot be effected by ſecond 'caufes *; and God, 
the Firſt "Cauſe, the Father or Creator of the ſoul; 
hath aſſured us, he will never deprive it of its exiſts 
ence. Some of the Heathen philoſophers attribute a 
proper eternity to the ſoul; but ſay that it was torn 
off in time, from-the ſubſtance of God, and would in 
time be again reſolved into that ſubſtance. This they 
explained, by a veſſel filled with ſea- water; whichz 
ſwimming awhile upon the ocean, does, on the veſ- 
ſel's breaking, flow in again, and mingle with the 
common maſs, We are greatly indebted to God for 


Revelation, which aſſures us of the future, diſtin, 


and perſonal exiſtence of the foul. 

Now it is quite oppoſite to the nature-of the ſoul, 
and its eſſential properties, to eg in the grave with | 
| the 


* The following lines of the celebrated Mr. Addifon, are ſtrongly - 
and beautifully deſcriptive of the immortality of the ſoul- 


The ſoul, ſecure in her exiſtence, ſmiles 

At diſſolution, and dehes its power. * 
The ftars ſhall fade away, the ſun himſelf 
Grow dim with age, und nature fink in years; 

But thou ſhalt flouriſh in immortal youth 

Unhurt, amidſt the war of elements, 


The wreck of matter, and the craſh of worlds. 
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tlie body. It is not capable of leeping, it is effen- 
tially vital and active; it always acts, and cannot but 
act. The ſoul is a thinking being; and thought is as 
eſſential to it, as extenſion is to the body “. Our 
fouls are awake, when our bodies are aſleep, as ap- 
pears from our dreams and viſions in the night; they 

are in action, when our bodies are at reſt, Conſcioul- 
peſs enters into the very eſſence of the foul, and 
is inſeparable from its being; and therefore, it is 
impoſſible it ſhould fall aſleep. 

That the foul, at the death of the body, does not 
fall aſleep, appears evident from ſcripture teſtimonies, 
Solomon, ſpeaking of death, ſays, Then Hall the du. 
return to the earth as it was, and the /jiirit, or ſoul, Mall 

return unto Cod who gave it (q): that is, at death, the ma- 
terial body goes downward into the grave, and the 
foul, the ſpiritual part, returns immediately to God, 
to be judged and diſpoſed of by him. The words of 
140 our Saviour are deciſive in this caſe: he ſays, Fear 
1 der them Tohich hill the body, but are not able to kill the 
4 SOUL : but rather fear him, which is able to deſtroy both 
foul and body in hell(r). From which we learn, that the 
i one may be killed, while the other is alive; and from 
if which we are to conclude, that the ſoul is out of the 
! reach of perſecutors, that ſecond cauſes cannot kill 


it 


9 if {q) Ecol. viii. 7, „ Matt. x. 28. 


\ = * In the fourth volume of the Memoirs of the Literary and 
[ Philoſophical Society, of Mancheſter, the reader will find a very 
valuable paper, by Dr. Farrier, proving, by evidence apparently 
complete, that every part of the brain has been injured, without 
affecting the act of thought; the reaſoning of which memoir, being 
built on matters of ſact and experience, appears to have ſhaken the 
modern theory of the Materialifts-from its very ſoundation. 
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u, that it canndt die, and that it exiſts; after the 
death of the body, in a ſeparate ſtate, either of hap« 


pineſs, or miſery, according to its behaviour in the 
body. 


5 _ Beſides, it is clear to « demonſtration, that this 
* was the ſettled perſuaſion of the primitive Chriſtians; 
f The Apoſtle Paul tells the Corinthians, iilſt we 
d are at home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord. 
is Here the Apoſtle repreſents himſelf and companions, 

and all holy Chriſtians, as belonging, in different re- 
8 ſpects, to two feveral countries. By their natural 
We birth, and while they live in the mortal body, they 
p belong to this world, Here they came into beings 


and this is at preſent their reſidence. So that it may, 


* on theſe accounts, be called their zone in the body. 
he But then, as they are new-born, born of God, the 
d, belong to another and better country, where Crit, 
of their Lord, dwells; this, as ſaints, is their more pro- 
4 per home, Now, while in the body, in this world, 
f ; they are abſent from the Lord, in the other. The 
a Apoſtle ſhews, how they were abſent from the Lord: 
* For aue walk by faith, not by fight : 1. e. in the preſent 
on ſtate and world, we have not an immediate fight of 
the Chriſt our Lord, as we ſhall have, when in heaven ; 
kill but walk by faith, which is the evidence of things not 
= ſeen, God hath revealed the future ſtate ofhappineſs, 
and hath promiſed it to his people, and upon his teſti- 
mony they believe it, and on the foundation of his 
— promiſe, hope for it; and ſo walk by this faith, and 
— are ſaved by this hope. Faith is the great leading, 


eing influencing principle of the Chriſtian's life and walk. 
n the” | Upon. 
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Upon this principle, be is able to ſay, Though 
the | heavenly ſtate is inviſible to me, while in 
this world, yet I, am fully perſuaded of the truth 
of it, and of happinels after death ; and that when 
abſent from the body, I ſhall be preſent with the 
Lord ; ſhall certainly enter into his glory, and be ad- 
mitted into a ſtate of immediate vifion and enjoyment, 
upon the diſſolution of my preſent trame.. The caſe 
being thus, the Apoſtle declares which of theſe he, 
and his faithful brethren, would chooſe, if they had 
their defire : We are confident, I ſay, and willing rather 
to be abſent from the body, and to be freſent with the 
Lord (/); i. e. We ſhould be much better pleaſed, 


to leave the body, and -go bome to the Lord; 


we are willing to die, for the ſake of being with 
the Lord; this is. what we approve of, in our moſt 
deliberate judgment of things. This aroſe to ſuch a 
pitch in this Apoſtle, that he was reduced to a ſtrait. 
He ſays, I am in a ftrait betwixt two, having a defire to 
depart, and to be with Chrift; which is far better (t); i. e. 
His willingneſs of further ſervice to the church, on 
one fide; and his deſire of being with Chriſt, on the 
other, preſſed him hard. His own deſire, was to de- 
part, and be with Chriſt : this he accounted far better 
for himſelf: This indeed was, of all other things, 
the moſt delightful to his ſoul, and the proper ſatis- 
faction of his higheſt hopes. 

Our Lord. promifed the pepltent thief, on the 
eroſs, that he ſhould be with him in paradiſe that very 
Ip (2). While the Jews were ſtoning Stephen, he 

recommended 
OO 2 Cor, v. 6--8: (z) Phil. ii. 3. 
. 6) Luke XXill... 43. 
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recommended his foul into the hands of Chriſt, in 
theſe words, Lord Jus, receive my fhirit ; and hav- 
ing ſaid this, he fell aſtech; i. e. he died (x). And 
when Lazarus died, he was carried by angels into 
Abraham's boſom iramediately; that is, into heaven, 
the palace of God, and the habitation of angels and 
glorified ſaints. Saints are the charge of angels in 
this world, and their delightful aſſociates in heaven, 
for ever. Abraham's boſom, is an expreſſion that de- 
notes the eaſe and reſt that holy ſouls there enjoy, as 
a child in the boſom, or a ſhip in the haven; and alſo, 
the dear affection that glorified ſpirits bear to one 
another. 

Now, that Nee is a very proper and juſt repreſen- 
tation of death, will appear, if we confider the agree- 
ment between the two ideas, between fleep and 
death. And firſt, they that are aſleep, are inſenſible 
of every thing that paſſes without them; they neither 
ſee nor hear any thing, their ſenſes are ſo cloſely 
bound up, that the ſoul can have no communion with 
external objects: In like manner, they that are dead, 


a and ſhut up in the grave, have no farther any thing to 
*N do with the world. This is repreſented in the book 
er of Job, in an elegant manner: Thou changeſt his counte- 
I nance, and ſendeft him away. His ſons come to honour, and 
"oF he Enotuetli it not; and they are brought low, but he her- 

corveth it not of them (y). They know not any thing that is 
the done under the ſun (. When their breath goeth forth, they 


return to the earth: and in that very day their thoughts 
frerih (a); i e. their purpoſes and deſigns for this 
world, 
(x) As vii. 59--60. (y) Job. xiv. 20, 21. () Ece. ix. 5, 6. i 
(a) Pſal, exlvi. 4. | 


- — = Y EFT. wn—w_ 
. .. ˙ . —-— ECRCRSER —— 


—— — — 
— * * 
- OY * 
— 


ay ——— —— — —w2ů g.2 — —— — — —— — — — — _—— 
= — = — zz —— — a 8 
— — 25 
— — - — —— > — — — — - 
_— — 


dati: O deail, I will be thy filagues; O grave, I will 
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world; as it is explained in Job, My: days are raft, my 
frerfuſes are broken off, even the thoughts of my heart (6). 

- Again, they that are aſlec are at reſt, While we 

are awake, we are in motion and buſineſs, but at 
night we retire, and go to reſt: So the dead are at 
reſt in the grave. Hence the grave is compared to a 
bed, they Aall reft in their beds (c). The grave is the 
reſting-place of all; their bodies there reſt from all 
manner of labour, there is no work nor device, nor knows- 
ledge, nor wviſdom, in the grave (d). The good Chriſ- 
tian reſts at death from every thing, that was 
uneaſy to him here; from all the diſappointments of 
life, from all ſickneſs and pains of the body, from all 
oppreſſions and perſecutions of wicked men; there, 
namely, in the grave, the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and there the weary are at refl ſe). And as to their 
ſouls, in the future ſtate, there is nothing to diſturb 
their repoſe, or interrupt their happineſs and joy; 
they reft from their labours, there is no more ſorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither ſhall there be any more ain, for the former thing! 
are faſſed away (f ). 

And alſo the ſleep of the body i is not perpetual; 
we ſleep, and wake again. Thus, though the bodies 
of the righteous fleep for many ages in the grave, as 

[ Abel's has done, yet they ſhall awake again, in the 
morning of the reſurrection. The /aft enemy that Hall 
be deſtroyed is Death (8); as it is written, [ well ran/on 
| them from the hotuer of the grave + I will redeem them from 


be 


) Job. xvii. 11. (e) Iſa. lvii. 2. (4) Ecc. ix. 10. (e) Job. iii. 17. 
ke. xiv, 13, and xxi. 4. (8) 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
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be thy deſtruftion (hk). Though after my ſtin, ſays Job, 


0 worms deftroy this body, yet in my fleſh Hall T ſee God: 
at Whom I fall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes all behold, and 
at not for another ; though my reins be conſumed within me (i 9. 
52 I Fall be fatisfied, ſays the Pſalmiſt, when I awake 
he with thy likeneſs (t). The Prophet ſays, Thy dead men 
all Hall live, together with my dead body Hall they ariſe : 


ro- awake, and ſing, ye that dwell in the duſt (I). And as 


riſ- we awake and riſe, after a ſound fleep, much re- 
was WW freſhed; fo the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe with new 
8 of vigour of nature, and with capacities much enlarged 
\ all and improved. This is repreſented by the Apoſile, 
here, in one general view, Who all change our vile body, 


ling, that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, accord- 
heir ing to the working whereby he is able even to ſubdue all 
ſturb Hing to him/elf (m). And he ſpecifies the qualities of 


joy : the raiſed bodies of the ſaints, in four particulars, 

r cry» namely, I, i. e. the body, is ſown in corrufition, it ts raiſed 

thing? in incorrufition : 1t is ſown in diſtonour, it is raiſed in glory 
| | It is ſown in weahne/+, it is raiſed in hoer: It is ſown 4 

tual; Nural body, it is raiſed a ſhiritual body (u). 

odies Chriſt's reſurrection is the firſt-fruits of them that 


ve, as leep*. In this, we have a demonſtration that God 
in the D is 


13 


at al (3) Hof. xiti. 14. i] Job xix. 26, 275, (4) Pla, xvii. 15, 
ranſom % Ia. xxvi. 19. {m} Phil. iii. 21. {n} Cor. xv. 42-44. 


em From Chriſt's reſurrection is the pledge and pattern of the ſaints' 
I will elurrection : and as he is the head, and they the members, will 
” uallibly infer it. Therefore, to prove Chriſt's reſurrection, is 10 
be (ove the reſurrection of the ſaints. And the reſurrection of Chriſt 
confirmed, not only by his friends, but alſo by his enemies. Pi- 
122 ie gave an account of the reſurrection of Jeſus, and the miracles 
pb, iii. 17 Which attended it, to the emperor Tiberias, and the Roman ſenate, 
«© whoſe records the account was entered; to which records, both 
ertullian, Euſebius, and others, appealed, in their apologics far- 
the 
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is able to raiſe the dead; and he will moſt certainly 
do it. Chriſt, as riſen, and appointed to be the Judge 
of all mankind, will, by his power, bripg up the bo- 
dies of all the wicked, his enemies, from the grave, 
to receive their doom ſrom his mouth: but the faint; 
ſhall be raiſed by him, as their Redeemer and ga. 
viour, in the way of favour, in order to their full feli- 
city, and to his own honour. The former ſhall be 
conſtrained, againſt their will, to appear, being 
brought forth as malefactors to be puniſhed: the 


other ſhall chearfully awake, and at the opening of 


their eyes, break forth into ſinging, O, death, where is 
thy ting O, grave, where is thy victory! Where is now 
thy power, by which thou didſt deprive our bodies 
of life when on earth? O grave, where is now thy 
dominion, by which thou didſt fo long detain us, thy 
priſoners? O death and the grave, fo cruel as to 
ſpare none, and fo ſtrong as to conquer all; from the 

infant 


the Chriſtians. And it is ſaid, that the emperor Tiberias ſo far 
believed the report, as to put ſorth an edit, for burning ſuch alive, 
as perſecuted. the Chriſtians, if they could prove nothing againit 
them, but their profeſſion of Chriſtianity, We have ſomething 
every year like the raiſing of a dead body. The grain, that is ſown 
in the earth, rots and dies; yet it ſprings up again freſh and 
green; its rotting in the earth, is ſo far from being an hinderance, 
that it is a proper and neceſſary preparative, to its 1iſhng again. And 
corn doth not riſe in the ſame figure in Which it was fown, but“! 
riſes in the ſame nature. That which was fown wheat, oats, t 
barley, or other grain, riſes the ſame ; but all theſe riſe with alk, 
blade, and ear, without which they were ſown, the fame in ſuf- 


' Nance, but not in condition: So will the bodies of men do; they 


will be the ſame in ſubſtance, but they will have different qualities 
from what they had before. And though the ſame in ſubſtance, 
yet not as to all the ſame individual numerical particles, of which 
they conſiſted before they died. There is no man now living, 
that is the ſame, as to the numerical parts of his body, that he wia 
ſeven years ago; nay, ſome particles of our bodies are ſtill fiy1'? 
off by perſpiration, and new ones added by our daily aliment. 
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infant to the aged, from the peaſant to the king on 
the throne; ye are now both of you lo perſectly con- 
quered, as never more to be! And thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the viftory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


I come now, in the Tin and Lasr place, ta 

conſider the text, as deſigned to comfort ſarviving te- 
| latives, on the death of their friends, hat they /orrow not, 
| even as others which have no hojie, | 


The Apoſtle here has an eye to the Heathens, 
who looked upon the doctrine of tae reſurrection of 
the dead, as abſurd and impoſſible. Hence, that 
queſtion of the Apoſtle, to king Agrippa, Why ould 
it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God Would 
raiſe the dead (0) ? Tertullian obſerves, that it was de- 
nied by every ſe& of the Heathen philoſophers : with 
them it was the ſabje& of ridicule and contempt. 
The Athenian philoſophers, of the Epicurean and 
vtoic ſects, mocked the Apoſtle Paul, when he 
reached to them Jeſus and the reſurrection: they 
ere ſo ignorant of this doctrine, that they took Jeſus: 
again nd the reſurrection, to be the names of ſome ſtrange 
3 eities they had never heard of before. Conſequent- 
2 . #, when they loſt their friends and relatives, they 
2 rrowed without hope, having no certain hope of a 
n, but ture ſtate of happineſs for good: men, nor of the re- 


oats, 0! 


im Bal, rrection of their bodies to eternal life at the laſt day. 
p { Fu | . g . 
. ey it if we have ground to believe, that our relations 


t quale Ned in the faith, and ech in Jeſus, and that in the 
ſubſtance, 


ol which Nerning of the reſurrection, they ſhall awake to a 
e D 2 bꝛleſſed 
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| 10 
bleſſed immortality, we ſhould keep our ſorrow ſor 
them within due bounds. 

Let us obferve, that the Apoſtle doth not ſorbid 
Chriſtians a moderate ſorrow for the death of their 
relations: the Chriſtian religion has no tendency to 
eradicate our paſſions, but only to correct and govern 

| them. Moderate ſorrow for the death of our beloved 
is 4 relatives is very c onſiſtent with, nay very becoming 
15 our Chriſtian proſeſſion, and is due to their memory, 
it eſpecially if they were pious. Our bleſſed Saviour 
|| himſelf, who was never guilty of the leaſt excel; 
1138 wept over the grave of Lazarus, his familiar acquain- 
1 tance and friend, inſomuch, that the Jews ſaid, Beſoll 
how he loved dim Jo remain unmoved, when we ſee i 
1. a father or mother, an huſband or wife, a brother o- 
| Gſter, an intimate acquaintance or friend, die, ht 
ſomething in it very unnatural; eſpecially, when per- 
ſons of eminent piety and uſeſulneſs are removed by 
death: not to be moved, is ſtoical apathy, which i 
oppoſite to the feelings of Chriſtianity, It is only 
immoderate, exceflive ſorrow for the death of our re 
lations or others, that the Apoſtle, in the text, dil 
ſuades from. 

Indeed, the loſs of relatives and friends, and th 
appearance of their lifeleſs bodies, is very affecting 
To lee a face, which a little before bleffeq us wi 
ſmiles, now covered with paleneſs, all ghaſtly ar 
horrid; the ſparkling eye ſank and fightleſs; t! 
mouth, which a few days before opened with wi 

dom and authority, now cloſed in ſilence; the lig 
of life extinguiſhed, and all its enjoyments and co 
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forts at an end; our deareſt relatives and friends 
torn away from our embraces, and confined to the 
dark and ſolitary priſon of the grave ;—is a gloomy 
and forrowful ſcene! yet, aided by revelation, we 
can follow the fouls of our pious departed relatives 
and friends, to a clime of happineſs, large as their de- 
fires, and laſting as their duration. Death is to them 
their paſſage to God: as it is the concluſion of their 
natural, ſo it is the beginning of an eternal liſe: it is 
their happy releaſe from all the miſeries and troubles 
of this preſent evil world, and their introduction to 
all the pure joys and unmixed pleaſures of the hea- 
venly ſtate: it is a dark vale, which when once paſt, 
opens to the Chriſtian, the bright, glorious, and per- 
manent ſcenes of a world of perfect light and conſu- 
mate felicity. Oh! what a happy change does the 
believer in Chriſt make when he changes worlds. 
His death is the period to all his tolls, and the ac- 
compliſhment of his beſt wiſhes: he then receives the 


end of his faith and hope, the compleat ſalvation of 
his foul, and the laſt day of his life is the firſt of his 
glory. | 
Though pious departed relatives and friends can- 
not return, to live with us on earth again, and bleſs 
us with their company, example, prayers, and ad- 


vice; yet, the way is open, and we can go to them, 
If we are now living in the fear and love of God by 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, we are on our way to them, _ 
the time of ſeparation ſhall not be long. The whole 
compaſs of life in this world, is but a ſhort ſpace. 
We are daily making the journey leſs. The proſpect 

D3 brightens 
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brightens as'we advance. The New Jeruſalem will 
ſoon appear. by faith we ſee the city. Its inhabi- 
tants view us with withful eyes, and wait our arri- 
val. They mark our weary ſteps, behold our pain- 
ſu] conflicts, and rejoice. when we are. viftorious. 
And when the hour of our departure arrives, we 
ſhall embrace each other, mcet together above, and 
part no more for ever. 

TI hall now come to ſpeak a little of our deceat21 
aud much reſpedted friend. Mr. Aſpden was born «t 
Harwood, in this neighbourhood. He was edu- 
cated at Clithero, under the tuition of the Rev. Mr. 
Wilſon. When his education was finiſhed, his ſath«: 
bound him apprentice to the preſent Dr. St. Clare 
of Preſton, who then reſided in this town: and a 
letter from the Doctor to him, teſtifies, that during 
his apprenticeſhip, he was aſſiduous in buſineſs, and 
moral in his behaviour. When he was at liberty to 
act for himſelf, he went to London, where he ſtaycd 
but a little while: from thence he went to Richmond, 
in Surry, and was with a Mr. Charlton, a perſon in 
great practice; and who made Mr, Aſpden conſidet- 
able offers to continue with him. But after being about 
twelve months in the ſervice of Mr. Charlton, there 
| being a vacancy at Coln, his father wrote to kim, and 
ſtrongly urged him to embrace it; and, though at 
that time he preferred the ſituation where he was, 
yet, prompted by filial affection, and parental autho- 
"rity, he gave it up, and gratified his father's wiſhes. 
He went to Coln; where he was ſucceſsful in buſi- 


nels, and much reſpedted by a numerous acquaint- 
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43 
ance. But what endeared that place and people te 
him, more than every other conſideration, was his 
being brought to the ſaving knowledge of God while 
he was there. In a letter to a friend at Coln, which 
he wrote a little before his death, after ſpeaking of 
his fickneſs, and of the confidence he had in God, 


that if he were to die in that ſickneſs, that he ſhould 


go to heaven; he fays, „I now remember with gra- 


titude more than uſual, the mercies which God be- 


ſtowed on me and my dear wite, when at Coln, and 
I ſear not but our ſmall beginnings there will end in 
glory. III praiſe him while he lends me breath.” 
And he adds, “Forget not to remember me to all my 
dear Chriſtian friends and brethren at Coln; when 
I get to heaven, I ſtall praiſe God for ſending me 
thither.” 

He joined the Methodiſts there, in the year 1790, 
believing that a union with them woald be of great 
advantage to him in a ſpiritual ſenſe; which he 
found to be true, He ſought the favour of God, in 
Chriſt, with all his heart, and found it, which enabled 
him to rejoice in God his Saviour, and praiſe him with 
joyful lips. This experience is agreeable tothe word of 


God; and the excellent liturgy of the church of Eng: 


land aſſerts, that God pardoneth and abſolveth all 


- thole that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his 


holy goſpel. 
Though our worthy friend was peculiarly Coby 


in his connections at Coln; yet, when he had been 
there about ſeven years, bodily indiſpoſition cauſed a 


local ſeparation between him, and his friends and ac- 
quaintances; 
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quaintances ; being afflited in body, and thinking 
Blackburn a more favourable ſituation, he came to 
live in this town. He ſoon became a very confiden- 
tial member of this ſociety ; and, conſequently, waz 
choſen a Leader of a claſs, and was much reſpected 
by its members; was elected a Truſtee of this Cha- 
pel, and made a Steward of the whole Circuit, which 
takes in ſeveral leſſer ſocieties connected with the 
Society in this town. His genuine and ſteady piety, 
and his inceſſant efforts to do good, endeared him to 
all his Chriſtian brethren. 

In the line of his profeſſion, his connections were 
large, and his conduct almoſt urexampled. When 
called out, particularly on the midwifery buſineſs, it 
was uſual with him, either before or after delivery, 
to acknowledge God, and call upon him for help, or 
return him thanks for mercies received; and fo di- 
rected all around him to God, in Chriſt, as the great 
Author and Giver of all good, 

He was a Member of the Gentlemen Cavalry of 
this town: believing, that in the bible, which be 
made the rule of his faith and practice, religion and 
| loyalty were joined together; and being ſenſible of 
'the many privileges, both civil and ſacred, we enjoy, 
undec the reign of his moſt gracious Majeſty ; and 
hearing and feeing gentlemen "come forward, aud 
voluntarily enrolling and embodying themſelves, to 
Rand by, and defend, our rights and privileges, as 
men and Britons , he thought it his duty to join them, 
which he did, and never deviated from this fenti- 
ment to the laſt. 62657 01-1 
; I come 


45 
I come now to the concluding ſcene of his life. 
About three months ago, he was attacked with vio- 
lent and threatening ſymptoms of the diforder which 
iſſued in his diſſolution. He afterwards deſcribed it, 
in the letter already mentioned, as follows: „I am 


at preſent a little better, but ſuch are the flattering 


appearances which my complaint puts on, that I 
cannot yet have any great expectation of a perfect 
recovery. I have had a ſever, which has attacked 
me very irregularly, in the afternoon and night, and 
ſometimes very ſeverely. The medical gentlemen 
whom I have conſulted, are now, I think, unanimouſly 
of opinion, that it is of an hectie kind, which kind 
accompanies always a conſumption of the lungs. A 
little time, however, will ſhew how it will be with 
me; until when, I intend uſing every means which 
men in repute can recommend unto me, and after- 
ward leave the event.” And reſpecting the ſtate of 
his mind, and his views of ſuturity, he adds, Since 
my attack, I have in general found an abundance 
of peace. I am ſurrounded with mercies; I lack 


no manner of thing that is good: I ſee no cauſe 


for complaining. I have not a doubt, but, if I am to 
go in this ſickneſs, that the Lord will perfect what is 
lacking in my foul, and fit me for himſelf.” 
In this ſtate of refignation and confidence in God, 
on Monday the Javh of September, he ſet out for Li- 
verpooi, intending to make a voyage to the Ifle of 
Mann, which a gentleman, of great medical ſkill, had 
warmly recommended to him, as the laſt expedient 
in his caſe. But, alas! when he got to Liverpool, hit 
| weakneſs 
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weakneſs was ſo great, and his complaint ſo rapid, 
that it was judged, by gentlemen of the faculty there, 
very improper for him to proceed, and who urged 
him to return home immediately, which he accord- 
ingly did, with very great difficulty, on Thurſday 
the 13th. 

His relations and friends now began to give up 
every hope of his recovery, and to view him as ſhortly 
to leave them, and become an inhabitant of another 
world. He was reſigned to his fate; his placid looks 
were exprellive of the confidence and ſerenity of bis 
ſoul. He knew that death-cou!d not hurt him, that it 
had loſt its ſting, and was diſarmed of its terrors; nay, 
that. in drawing afide the curtain of mortality, it 
would unvail eternity to his view, and open a free 
paſſage for his ſoul, to travel to his redeeming God, 
the ſociety of the glorified, and the full fruition of his 


higheſt wiſhes. 


On the Tueſday morning following, he had a 
very glorious manifeſtation of divine love to his ſoul, 
and was ſo unſpeakably happy as to praiſe God 
aloud. He ſaid, The Lord paſſes by indeed, and 
bleſſes my ſoul. What an amazing ſupport is it to 
the body, as well as the mind! what ſhould I do now 
without religion? O! bleſs theLord!” O religion! 
thou deſpiſed name, what art thou worth ? Thy lov- 
ers are comfortable in life, happy in death, and tri- 
umph for evermore. He was continually lifting up 
his keart to God: and ſaid to one of the members of 
his claſs, * Thoſe are bleſſed words of our Lord, 
Peace I leave with you, my freace I givg unto you : not as 
| 2 | the 
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the world giveth,” give I unto you.” And of himſelf he 
faid, * Having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things, What a 


ed mercy I ever knew any thing of God.” | 
d- He was in the ſame ſpirit all the ſucceeding days 
lay of his life. He often ſaid to me when I called upon 

him, My foul doth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit doth 
up rejoice in God my Saviour. On Saturday morning he 
tly wiſhed a hymn ſung, and joined in it with great de- 
her light: and at prayer repeatedly exclaimed, © Glory 
oks be to God.” Tt was a profitable ſeaſon to thoſe pre- 
Ain lent: On Sunday night he ſaid, ** 11 heart is fixed, O 
at it 


God my heart is fixed; I will fing and give frraiſe. 

About eight o'clock on Monday night, at which 
hour he altered much for the worſe, he ſaid to Mrs. 
Aſpden, in the preſence of many of his relatives and 
ſriends who ſtood round his bed, I know I mult die: 
and I know I love God: and I know I love Jeſus 
Chriſt: and I know I am going to glory.” And he 
continued talking of Jeſus, and praiſing him for his 
goodneſs, till his tongue ſo faultered that he could 
not articulate words. He made one remarkable ef- 
ſort, in ſhewing the neceſlity of having our robes 
waſhed and made white in the blood of the Lamb; 
hat thoſe ſo waſhed, would be admitted through the 
gates into the city of the New Jeruſalem ; and that 
lhe final neglect of this, would be attended with ine- 
vitable damnation. 

After this he died apace, breathing ſhorter and 
orter, till, at half paſt eleven o'clock, he fell ae 
n Zeſus, without either ſigh or groan, and his happy 
ſoul aſcended to heaven, to be for ever with the Lord; 

. ſor 
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and very teſpectable audience is one proof. May hea 


lict of the deceaſed, and aſſiſt them to look forward te 
the, heavenly country, where he now is, and dail 


are dead, it may alſo be ſands they are happy. 


3 « 1 
for if thete be à heaven, he is in it (). His death i 
an irretrięyable Joſs (o his worthy partner, is much re 
gretted by his ſriends, and is ſinoerely lamented b 
the public at large, of the truth of which, this large 


ven ſapporttheſurviving relatives, eſpecinlly the Re 


Prepare for it: and may we all be followers of him 
as he was of Chriſt that when our days on earth ar 
gone, our reciprocal attachment to each other in time 
may be conſummated in eternal glory ; that when i 
ſhall be ſaid of us, as in a little time it ſhall be, the 


Wa 


bo Think@ thou the theme intoxicates Ss long? 
And I too warm ?---Too warm I canget be. 
I lov'd him much; but now I love him more. 
How bleſſings brighten as they take their flight! 
His flight PILAN DER took; his wait tirght, 
It ever ſoul aſcended. , 
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